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10th Anniversary of Youth Service Day Celebrated with Record Participation
Going green is in. Tapping into the energy of young people could be an alternative energy source. This abundant energy was evident on Saturday, April 18 at Youth Service Day 2009 (YSD) where the air was buzzing with the excitement of hundreds of youths volunteering locally. Youth Service Day is the largest service event in the world. This year, United Way of North Rock County’s Volunteer Network celebrated its 10th year of organizing this event.  At 20 locations in north Rock County, a record 510 youths, first grade through high school, volunteered from Beloit, Brodhead, Clinton, Edgerton, Emerald Grove, Evansville, Footville, Janesville, Johnstown Center, Milton and Orfordville. Last year, 333 youth participated.

“Every year we’ve seen the participation increase.  We are very proud of these youth.  By volunteering, they can immediately see how they’re helping their community, plus they have fun working with their peers,” says Julie Cunningham, Volunteer Network Coordinator.

Youth Service Day kicks off National Volunteer Week, April 19 – April 25th.  National Volunteer Week is the ideal time to honor volunteers who are meeting community needs around the country and calling the public’s attention to their tremendous contributions.   “National Volunteer Week is also a great time to thank all volunteers because what they do is so important to improving the quality of life for so many,” Cunningham states.  “We really appreciate the great work volunteers do.  Take a minute to thank volunteers that you know.” 

Edgerton Public Library recently received two and one half truck loads of equipment from the Beloit Public Library, explains Sherry Machones, Edgerton Public Library director.  The Beloit Library is moving into a new location and allowed area libraries to take their old equipment and furniture.  Eighteen Edgerton Middle School Student Council members were there on YSD to help with the donated items – putting together shelves, cleaning off computers, assembling computer tables.  Machones says, “These kids are getting so much done that we don’t have time to do. I am so thankful for them.”  

Cassie Chapados, an Edgerton eighth grader from the Student Council states, “I love volunteering.  I love the library.  I get to meet new people and it’s a good way to help your community.”  Dave Calkins, Student Council advisor, comments, “We get contacted by United Way every year to volunteer.  These kids are almost longing to be a part of the community and be useful.  In our culture today kids have a need to feel needed.”  Calkins explains that in the past, kids were needed on the farm, for example.  “It’s a pretty rewarding experience for the kids (to volunteer).”

At the Milton College Preservation Society, five Janesville youths were painting the Main Hall fire escape.  Judy Scheehle, program director, says, “This hasn’t been done in 10 or 15 years. They are doing a nice job.”  Scheehle remarks that dollars are tight and the budget allows no money for this.  “We try to do as much as we can with volunteers.”  Volunteers also learn about the organization they are helping. One teen volunteer didn’t even know there was a college in Milton, says Scheehle.

At First Lutheran Church in Janesville, four groups were making blankets for Project Linus.  The groups were from Brodhead - Avon 4-H; and from Janesville - Girl Scout Troops 407 and 483, and Edison Middle School Builders Club.  Ellen Golackson an eighth grader from the Builders Club has participated in YSD for three years.   “It’s fun helping out,” Golackson remarks.  We have different projects every year.”  

In her fourth year of involvement in YSD, Allegra Rowland of Avon 4-H says, “I like to help.  It’s actually a lot of fun – working with my family and friends in 4-H.  These blankets go to kids who’ve had chemo and I like to know I helped.”  In past years, she worked at the Tallman House on YSD.  

“By being involved, we support our community, our peers and our world,” says Chris Kolak, advisor for Edison Builders Club.  Kiwanis is the parent organization of the Builders Club.   “Projects like this are a good example of how the kids can give back to the community. It makes them lifelong learners.  They develop the habit of giving back to the community.”

These youth volunteered locally on April 18th:

From Beloit:

· Converse School K-Kids (Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds – lawn-clean-up and painting)

· Eclipse Charter School (Ice Age Park/Trail – brush cutting and clearing trails)
From Brodhead:

· Avon 4-H (Project Linus – blanket-making)
From Clinton area:

· Clinton 4-H (Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds – lawn clean-up and painting)
· Turtle 4-H (Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds – lawn clean-up and painting)
· Bradford 4-H (Carvers park – tree planting; Emerald Grove Cemetery –  clean-up) 
From Edgerton:

· Edgerton Middle School Student Council (Edgerton Public Library – equipment set-up and book organizing)

From Evansville:

· Evansville 4-H (Leota Park – clean-up)
· Magnolia 4-H (Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds – lawn clean-up and painting)

From Milton Area:

· Milton 4-H (Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds – lawn clean-up and painting)
· Consolidated 4-H (Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds – lawn clean-up and painting)
· Harmony 4-H (Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds – lawn clean-up and painting)
· Johnstown 4-H (Johnstown Cemetery – clean-up)
From Orfordville and Footville:

· Center 4-H (Rock County Historical Society – lawn clean-up)

From Janesville:

· LaPrairie 4-H (Emerald Grove Cemetery –  clean-up)
· Edison Middle School Builders Club (Project Linus – blanket-making)

· Craig High School Key Club (Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds – lawn clean-up and painting)

· Peace Lutheran youth (Rock County Senior Services – cleaning and yard work for client)

· Group of Franklin Sixth Graders (Rock County Senior Services – cleaning and yard work for client)

· Two groups (five youth) from Janesville (Milton College Preservation Society – painting)

· Madison K-Kids (UW Extension – Rock County garden clean-up)

· Boys & Girls Club of Janesville (Prevent Child Abuse Conference – set-up)

· Marshall MVP (Prevent Child Abuse Conference – set-up)

· Craig High School Live United Club (City of Janesville Palmer Park – clean-up)

· Roosevelt K-Kids (Roosevelt School – clean-up and painting)

· Badger 4-H (ECHO – food pantry work)
· Amnesty International (Rock County Senior Services – cleaning and yard work for client) 
· Girl Scout Troop 483 (Project Linus – blanket-making) 

· Girl Scout Troop 470 (Project Linus – blanket-making)

· Girl Scout Troop 462 (Rock County Senior Services – cleaning and yard work for client)

· Girl Scout Troop 412 (SpotLight On Kids – organizing props)
· Center 4-H (Rock County Historical Society – lawn clean-up)

· Janesville Trailblazers (Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds – lawn clean-up and painting)
· Big Sister and Little Sister (SpotLight On Kids – organizing props)

· St. Matthews youth group (YWCA)
The April 18th Youth Service Day ended with a celebration lunch for the volunteers at the Craig Center, Rock County Fair Grounds. The 4-H Ambassadors Club, made up of youth from various 4-H clubs, assist Volunteer Network in the planning of Youth Service Day.  
For more information on Volunteer Network or to find out about volunteering opportunities, call Volunteer Network at 608-757-3058 or click on the “Volunteer Opportunities” tab at www.uwnrc.org.  Photos of the 2009 Youth Service Day event can also be viewed at www.uwnrc.org. 
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United Way’s  LIVE UNITED message is about Advancing the Common Good 

by focusing on the building blocks of a good life – education, income, health and families.

Serving the communities of Edgerton, Evansville, Footville, Janesville, Milton and Orfordville.


